I have long known and followed the Linacre Quarterly. Never did I imagine that I would someday be its editor in chief, but here I am. I am both honored and humbled to follow the excellent leadership of Dr. William Williams, to be a part of this journal and a coworker with the people who really bring it into being: authors, editors, staff, readers. I hope that I will do justice to the confidence that has been placed in me, and I ask your prayers for me as I undertake this new adventure. I feel a bit like the dog that caught the bus: happy but a bit overwhelmed at the moment.
Assuming the reins of the Linacre Quarterly is daunting in its own right, but the timing makes it even more so. Never before has it been so critical to have the Catholic voice heard in the public square. Medicine is changing rapidly and not always for the better. Although we have a myriad of promising new therapies, the pace of development and the secularization of society mean that there is less and less societal attention to the consequences, especially the unintended ones, of progress.
Those consequences are reshaping medical care, often away from the bedside and in favor of third parties whose interest is more regulatory and financial than it is personal. The secular environment is increasingly indifferent-or sometimes outright hostile-to the view of human dignity exemplified by Catholic moral thinking. Yet that moral thinking is increasingly important to a world that has lost its moorings and is largely uninterested in hearing what we have to say.
And it does seem that the world has lost its moorings. St. Thomas Aquinas taught that an error in the beginning is an error indeed. Modern medicine has failed in the most basic way to understand that it is the dignity of the person, from conception to natural death, which must drive medical care. As a result, healthcare providers of all kinds spend more time documenting care for third-party payers and regulators than giving care to patients. A record number of physicians now consider killing a patient at his request a proper medical intervention. Abortion is "good medicine" according to a recent billboard advertising campaign. A prominent secular theologian has suggested that the killing of an unwanted child be extended to the months or years after birth. Researchers do not even give a second thought to techniques that require the destruction of embryonic life in order to create new treatments. Providing care for the poor remains a challenge. Conscience protections are under attack across the board. The dignity of the human person-the cornerstone of Catholic bioethics-is increasingly subordinated to the efficiency of a system and the judgment of those far removed from the patient himself.
The Linacre Quarterly is in a unique position to provide a forum to explore the ethical questions that modern medicine poses and to bring the great riches of Catholic thought to bear on those questions and into the public square. We have the resources to help medicine refocus itself on the human person as created by God and in relationship with Him. That is no small challenge.
The content of the Linacre Quarterly is-and always has been-exceptional. The opportunity we have now is to expand its reach even more, bringing more of what we as Catholics have to say to a broader and largely secular audience and in a variety of forms and formats. I hope to be in contact with many of you to ask your thoughts on what we do 
